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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 


Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
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Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In advance of prosecution, and before this application is taken up for examination on the 
merits, please amend the claims as follows: 


WO**" 


IN THE CLAIMS : 
Please cancel claims 2 and 4 without prejudice. 

1 . (Amended) A process of making a fuel or chemical from a biomass 
hydrolyzate comprising [the steps of]: 

(a) providing a biomass hydrolyzate; 

(b) adjusting pH of [the] said biomass hydrolyzate within a range of 6- 10 : 

(c) contacting a metal oxide selected from the group consisting of titanium 
dioxide , vanadium oxide, and zirionium oxide having an affinity for guaiacyl or 
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